Website Article Scoring Guide
Name   _________________________________________
Website   ___________________________________________________
 

Directions: Once you think you’ve found a good website article, rate it in each category below by circling the number that describes it.  Add up the total score, and write it at the bottom.  If the score is 22 or lower, find another website article.  

	Publisher
	Does the website look professional?  Does the website host have a reliable URL? Have you heard of the publisher before?  Is it a professional site, not a blog or wiki?
	4 – Very reliable

3 – Fairly reliable

2 – Not very reliable

1 – I can’t tell

	Author
	Have you heard of the author before?  Is the author an expert on the subject?  Do you know where they got their information and whether the source is a good one?
	4 - Very authoritative

3 - Fairly authoritative

2 - Not very authoritative

1 - Not authoritative at all

	Bias
	Is the author just doing a public service and providing a full picture or are they trying to sell something or convince you of something by offering only selected information? Is he/she a biased or objective source?
	4 - Totally objective and fair

3 - Doesn't give all the facts

2 - Is only trying to sell something or prove a point of view

1- Not able to determine if biased or not

	In-depth
	Do they cover the topic well or just give certain information?  Are there obvious gaps?  Does it organize or present material in a creative, useful way or just rehash information found easily elsewhere?
	4 – Provides a great deal of information about the topic

3 - Provides a good deal of information, but feels incomplete

2 - Information focuses on small pieces of the whole picture

1-  Information is not relevant

	Accurate
	Can you find the same kind of information at other sites?  Do you know who wrote the material and can you contact them? Are there misspellings or obvious errors?
	4 - Very accurate

3 - Fairly accurate

2 - Not very accurate

1 - Inaccurate or false

	Up-to-date
	When was the last time the site was updated?  Is the material old or current? Is the site complete or under construction?  Are there broken links, or link-rot?
	4 - Information is up-to-date

3 - Information is not current

2 - Information is too old to be useful

1- No indication of whether or not current


Score ___/ 24 (if the score is 22 or lower, consider finding a new web source)

